niversi ity Of Alberta 


HAN UNL 


0 0004 74444 92 





CURRICULUM 


HT 
165 
613 | 
[V.7 | 





ix AIBRIS 
UNINLRSTTACIS 
AILERCALASIS 








Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2021 with funding from 
University of Alberta Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/gageworldcommuni07gutz , 








Fe 


Bec accent 
aan” 


A GAGE WORLD COMMUNITY STUDY: Neil Sutherland, General Editor 








— Se x 


Hydrofoils “fly” along the fiord coast of Norway between Bergen and 


Stavanger. 


Norge ay 





Valley (” 
y 


Stavanger 





we NCH 
UNIVERSITY 
ALBERTA LIBRARY 























you were going to this Norwegian village, 

hat would you want to know about it? Talk 
out this picture and write down your answers 
these questions. 

What is the time of year and what is the 
weather like? 

How many people live here? 

How might they make a living? 

What do the children probably do? 

What does the picture tell us about the land? 


Do you have other ideas and questions about 
is village? Write them down and talk about 
em too. 


Would you like to live in a Norwegian 
illage? Maybe you-would prefer to wait until 
u have finished this study before answering 
is question. 


We'll begin our study by looking in ona 
orwegian family on a winter morning in their 
me at Norge Fiord. 
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A Winter Morning in Norge Valley 


‘“Vakn opp Andy! Maten er ferdig.”’* 
(“Wake up Andy! Breakfast is ready.’’) 

Every morning these words wake up 8-year-old Andy Andersen. 
Andy lives on a farm where there are animals, fields, and woods. 
The farm is in the midst of mountains and close by the sea. 
Look at the picture on page 3 for a better idea of the land. 

Andy rubs his eyes and hops out of bed. It is 7 a.m. But why 
is it still dark outside? Well, Andy lives in a part of Norway 
where the sun does not come out till 9 a.m. in winter. There 
was a snow storm during the night and it is still snowing. It is: 
very cold outside, but electric heat and the old stove keep the 
house warm. Andy gets dressed and slips into his colorful 
handknit sweater. 

“God morgen’’* (“good morning’) . . . “god morgen”’ he 
shouts as he slides down the bannister. There are his mother, 
grandfather, Lars, his older brother who is 15, and Sonia, his 
sister who is 12. Their father, Henrik, got up at 6:00 a.m. and 
is now in the barn feeding the animals and milking the cows. 


9 *Pronunciation-of Norwegian phrases will be found on page 32. 





Martha Andersen has made a light breakfast of milk and 
open-faced sandwiches of fish, eggs, meat, and cheese on wheat 
or rye bread. There is also the jam Andy’s mother made from 
the cloudberries that he helped Sonia pick last summer. 

The children learn from the radio that the school bus will 
not run today because the snow blocks the roads. They will ga 
to their school, which is in the next valley, on skis. Andy is 
thrilled. He has been waiting for this day so that he can show 
his new skis to his friends at school. Per, his grandfather, says 
there is nothing better than a pair of good skis to go one’s wa 
in winter. 

After breakfast Andy, Lars, and Sonia get ready for school. 
They put on their coats over their warm, bulky sweaters and p 
their books and lunches in their knapsacks. 

“Now keep your ears warm,” Martha Andersen warns. Af 
school she will be waiting at the window to see them coming i 
the distance. She will have their dinner ready by the time they 
get home. 
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AW Outside the children step into the deep soft snow as they 
gifs the storehouse where their skis are kept. 
ney] “The last one to get his skis on will be caught by the troll 


Ils out Lars. 


go 





Sila 


Lars and Sonia race ahead bursting with laughter. 

“Wait for me!’’ cries Andy. 

“This snow will make fine ski trails. Don’t you think so?” 
Lars teases Andy at the storehouse. 

“Aw... you always let the trolls get me,” moans Andy. 

With their skis on, the three glide over the snow to the barn 
to say goodbye to their father. Sheaves of grain are tied in the 
birch tree at the barn. Christmas is near and this is the family’s 
gift to the birds. 

The Andersens live in a valley with many other neighboring 
families. The valley is beside a bay of the sea. Near the bay is 
the Andersen farm. Find the main way out of this valley by 
land by looking at pages 4 and 5. 

In the darkness the moon lights up the valley which is covered 
with snow. The gently falling snow vanishes in the deep, still 
waters of the bay. Andy looks for the young trees he helped to 
plant in his father’s woodlot, but it’s no use. Even the family’s 
boathouse on the waterfront is under snow. 

The three slip over the snow banks, through the green pines, 
and by black faces of steep rock. Andy has been counting the 
days till Christmas, and it will soon be time to cut a tree to 
stand by the fireplace. 

Near the mountain pass they wave to the other boys and 
girls who are on their way to school. They all enter the mountain 
pass. The highway is buried under the snow and only the steel 
towers carrying the electric-power lines mark the way. No one 
will enter the valley by car or bus today. 
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morge Valley 


whe Andersen family lives in Norge Valley which looks like many 
a leys of southwestern Norway. Find the Andersen farm on 

lie view on page 4 and on the map on this page. 

Andy often climbs up the steep slopes behind his house in 

we summer. When he reaches the bare rock on the top, where 
“Waly some moss can grow, he can see the entire valley on a 

lear day. (See drawing on page 6.) 

| Andy feels like an explorer from his lookout point on the 

Op of the mountain wall. He likes to shout across the valley 
nd hear the echo come back. How could you get the same 
Bind of view of your town? What would you do if you could 

et up to a similar height? 

Describe what Andy sees below him. Trace the highway and 
[the roads in the valley. Where do they lead? 

Find the summer farms on the mountain meadow. The 


Norge Valley farmers share this meadow. The glacier behind 
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the meadow glistens in the sunlight. Look for the glacier 
on page 4. 

Describe the mountain pass and the highways through it. 
Andy would like to count the number of cars and buses that 
enter his valley, but very few ever come. Look for the electric- 
power lines that enter Norge Valley to bring electricity to 
every family. 


SOMETHING TO DO 


1. Begin to make a list of the words for parts of the land 
named in this story. Make sure that you know what they 
mean. Use dictionary entries and drawings with your list. 

2. From the map legend find out the kinds of work that go on 
in Norge Valley. 

3. Find out about glaciers and what they do. How have they 
affected Norge Valley? 





One warm day Andy rowed his father’s rowboat up the 
stream to find out where the stream water came from. He could 
not get all the way by boat, but he did row as far as the 
waterfall. He was surprised to see so many salmon going 
upstream. Andy found the trip downstream much easier. Why? 

From his lookout point Andy can show you the homes of all 
his friends. He knows everyone in Norge Valley. Since the 
houses and buildings are not all close together this is really a 
“*scattered”’ village. Whenever Andy sees a fishing boat or steamer 
arriving he rushes down to his house and gets his bicycle to ride 
to the dock. 

In school Andy has learned to read a map. He knows how 
a map and map scale help show the size and shape of the Valley. 
A scale is a line drawn on a map that represents actual distance. 
For example, Andy walked from point B on the map in a straight 
line to the stream mouth and found the distance to be 350 yards. 
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) lorge Fiord 


Vhorge Valley is actually part of a fiord. What is a fiord? Sonia, 
10 has learned to speak and write English very well, describes 
Norge Fiord like this: 


Norge Fiord is a narrow seacoast trench of wild beauty. 
The Fiord carries the salty taste of the sea inland. From 
the deep, blue seawater of the bay, grey walls of rugged 
rock rise almost straight up to the sky. A large ship in the 
bay looks like a water-bug on the glass-like surface of the 
silent waters. At the end of the bay the water ripples 
against the edges of the green valley. A stream leaps 
down from the cliffs into this valley and flows past fields 
and trees toward the bay. 


Compare Sonia’s description with that of Karel Capek: 


...a fjord is, how shall | say it; in short, it is no longer 

of this world, and it is impossible to draw it, describe it, 
or play it on a violin; dear me, | give it up; as if | could 
report on something that is not of this world! Briefly, 
itis all rock, and below is the smooth water in which 
everything is reflected; and that’s it. And on those rocks 
eternal snow is lying, and waterfalls hang down like 
veils; that water is transparent, and green like emerald or 
something, and as quiet as death, or like infinity, and 
terrible like the Milky Way; and these mountains are 
quite unreal, because they do not stand upon any shore, 
but onamere bottomless mirage; haven't | told you that 
itis all an illusion! (Travels in the North) 


J Compare these descriptions with the photographs, drawings, 
ind maps on pages | to 9. Are there other ways of giving a 
lescription of a place? 

ie selection from Karel Capek’s Travels in the North has been reprinted 


th the kind permission of the publishers, George Allen & Unwin Limited, 
ndon, England. 
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From his lookout point on the mountain wall Andy can see 
not only his valley, but also the whole fiord! And if Andy looks 
past the bay he can see the coast islands just beyond the mouth 


of the fiord. Andy shows this information on his map on page 7. 


A photograph of a fiord which looks similar to Norge Fiord is 
shown on page 9. 

Most people come to Norge Fiord by water. The fiord 
makes a good harbor and is open all year. Land travel is 
difficult, especially in winter. Find pictures in this study that 
could prove it. 


Coast Islands 


Captain Knut, Andy’s friend, who brings the steamer to the fiord 
every day during the whole year will tell you to look for the 
dangerous rocks that lie hidden in the water. Captain Knut and 
his pilot are very familiar with these coast waters and the job is 
not difficult for them. However, during a dark, stormy night 
Captain Knut needs the help of Rolf, the lighthouse keeper. 
The lighthouse shines a red light on the dangerous rocks. Find 
the lighthouse on the map on page 7 and describe its location. 
Andy likes to visit the lonely, but cheerful lighthouse keeper. 
How might Andy reach the lighthouse? Once a sea captain 
himself, Rolf likes to stay close to the sea. 

Sea captain Knut will also tell you that the coast islands 
shelter the fiord and the coast waters from the open sea. The 
water in the fiord bay is always calm even though there may be 


8 


a storm out in the sea. The islands provide a safe coastal 
channel for shipping. - 


Lord Dufferin wrote about the islands. 


... itis always very difficult, under the most favourable 
circumstances, to find one’s way into any harbour along 
this coast [Norway], fenced off, as it is, from the ocean 

by acomplicated outwork of lofty islands, which, in their 
turn, are hemmed in by nests of sunken rock, sown as 
thick as peas, for miles to seaward. (Letters from High Latitud 


The most striking feature of Norge Fiord is the different 
levels or heights of the land. These differences in land level 
affect the life of the Norge Fiord people. For example, Andy, 
who lives in the northern part of the fiord, does not see the 
sunrise at first. Some parts of the fiord get hardly any sunshine 
Look at the photographs to see why. The mountain wall keeps 
out the winds so the air in the fiord is always quite calm. Loo 
again at the photographs and pictures for these levels of land. 

The steepness of the mountain slopes can be dangerous. — 
When Per Andersen was a young man a big landslide dropped 
into the silent bay. This created a huge wave that swept over 
the waterfront, washing away his house and pushing a steamer 
onto the shore. 

As you continue this study find other ways in which the lan 
level affects the life of the people. Are there differences of land 
level in your town? How does land level affect your town? 


\, steep mountain side one may hear the words “Se opp!” “se opp Nite 
Mneans “Look up!” and it may be a danger cry. What do you think may be 
e danger? 


THINGS TO DO 


if 


Another group may begin to make a model of Norge Fiord 
Some of the class can make a lighthouse and ships. 
Begin a list of Norwegian words. ‘‘Fiord” would be a good 
one to start with. Look back to pages 2 and 3 for a few more 
Norwegian words or phrases. Add to your list as you go on. 
In the study of the Andersen’s village look for 
— The appearance of Norge Fiord — the sea, mountain 
valley, and forest. 
- The people of the fiord — showing how they live in the 
farm and forest and at home and sea. 
The fiord as the home of some Norwegians. 








Where is Norge Fiord ? 


You now know where Andy lives in Norge Fiord. To find the 
fiord you need a globe and a map. A map is part of the round 
surface of the globe that is spread out as a flat surface. 
Norge Fiord is near Stavanger on the southwest coast of 
Norway. 
Now plan a trip from your town to Norge Fiord through the 
following steps: 
e Locate the town where your nearest airport is located on 
the globe. 
e Stretch tightly a string from the town to Norge Fiord to mark 
the shortest route. 
e Describe your route and the trip. Enjoy yourself! 
Follow the coastline of Norway with your finger. Describe the 
coastline you have followed. Norway has a fiord coast. 
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Can you find other fiord coasts on the globe or map? Kee 
this question in your mind for later. In which general directio 
does the 1100-mile length of Norway extend? 


THINGS TO DO 


1. Look for pictures of Norway and its people in magazines, 
travel folders, and newspapers. Decide how to group the 
and then display them on your classroom wall. 

2. Look for things that are made in Norway such as pottery, 
clothing, metalware, postage stamps, and labels from 
packages. Collect these pictures and articles as you 
continue through the study. | 

3. Use your own photographs of your town or the country | 
around it to show how things are the same or different in| 
Norge Fiord and in your town. Use newspaper clippings 
your own drawings if you don’t have photographs. 













Weather in Norge Fiord 


femperature 


Jn the map you can see that Norway is quite far north. A part 
ff the country is actually north of the Arctic Circle. What kind 
ff weather would you expect to find there? It is true that 


Norge Fiord Your town 





January Average Temperature aisy AE 













July Average Temperature reo7n a 





Latitude 59° N ———— 


Southern Norway Your town 





December 22 daylight | | 612 hrs. 
1742 iis. 


















Find out the number of hours of daylight and darkness in 
yur town today. Will the length of the daylight period become 
horter or longer as the days pass? 





Rain and Snow 


OO EE eee 





—. . 2 


We measure rain and water melted from snow (meltwater) in 
inches. Norge Fiord has a yearly total of nearly 80 inches of 
rain and meltwater. How much does your town have? 


Norge Fiord weather presents problems. A short growing 


season, too much rainfall, and early frost are some of the risks 
to farming. Rain loosens rocks causing dangerous landslides, 
and avalanches are a threat. Winter snow, drifting in places up 
to 50 feet, clogs roads. In some places roads and railways have 
to be protected with snow fences and sheds. 


You can see that nature has not been too helpful to the 


Norwegians. In fact, they have had to fight against nature to 
gain a living. Is life difficult where you live? 
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Ne Andersen Farm 


e Farm 

ince the time of the Vikings the people of Norge Fiord have 
leared forests, stones, and swamp until most of the valley is 

ow good farmland. The people of Norge Fiord are proud that 
hey are the descendants of the Vikings. Like the Vikings they 
te farmers and people of the sea. 


fenrik and Per Andersen love their farm and would never think 
of selling it. See the bird’s-eye view of it on page 12. 

| The farm is at the end of a road which leads to the highway. 
ind the path which Andy follows to his lookout point on top 

f the mountain wall. 

The Andersen farm is 15 acres of cropland. Henrik also has 
me forest. (None of the farms in the Valley has more than 25 
res of cropland.) There are three buildings including a store- 
Suse. Everybody in the family has a job to do, and Henrik 
ver hires workers to help him. 

Land is used for hay, pasture, potatoes, oats, barley, garden 
‘getables, woodlot, and orchard crops (apples, pears, plums, 

id cherries). Try to spot in the drawing where some of these 
Tops are growing. 

Farming is not easy for the Andersens. Sometimes there is 
1 early frost or too much rain and the harvest is small. Much 
ithe farmland is not flat and the very steep land cannot be 
sed for planting crops. 

At one time landslides and avalanches carried rocks and 
ones onto the fields. Rainfall carved out gullies and washed 

wn soil from the slopes. To prevent these troubles Henrik 
ted a woodlot. He cleared some of the sloped lands for 
ugh pasture for his goats and sheep. He also built a fence to 
ep the animals away from the steepest land. What other value 
es the woodlot have? 


The Andersens, like most Norwegian farmers, own their farm. 





Like Per, Henrik does most of the farmwork by hand and 
with the help of his horse. Henrik also has a few modern 
machines. Look for them in the drawing and photographs. 

For which jobs would he use the tractor that he rents? 

Before he was married Henrik took a course at a government 
agricultural school. His studies showed him how to use new 
methods to produce more crops and better dairy products. 


THINGS TO DO 


si 


a 


Look for the ways that the Andersen farm is connected with 
the rest of the village. 

Make a map of the Andersen farm and use a legend with 
many colors to indicate roads, paths, crops, livestock, farm 
buildings, electric-power lines, etc. 

Find out how big an acre of land is. How big is an average- 
sized farm where you live? Compare it with Norwegian 
farms. 

If you have time, find out how the Vikings made use of fiord 
land and the sea. 
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Making a Living 

Most of the crops, livestock, and products that are grown or made 
by the Andersens are used on the farm. Only a small part is 
sold. Most of the crops are fed to the livestock. 

The most important things that are produced on the farm 
are dairy products. Most of the income is obtained from the 
sale of milk, butter, and cheese. Henrik may also sell some 
fruit, vegetables, eggs, wool, extra hay, a pig, and timber. 

The hotel likes to buy the goat’s milk cheese. 

Nearly all that Henrik sells is taken to the dock to await the 
steamer. At the dock Andy earns more money for his father by 
selling cherries to the tourists. 

Living on a fiord farm gives the Andersens all they want of 
certain foods—milk, butter, cheese, potatoes, and fish, but some 
foods cannot be produced on the farm. What food do they have 
to buy? There is no wheat because the weather is too damp for 
it to ripen. Sometimes there is not enough grain for the 
livestock; then more has to be bought. 

Martha Andersen goes to the store to buy flour and other 
foods to give her family a balanced diet. Where do these foods 
come from? Henrik also has to buy feed, fertilizer, and seed in 
the village stores. 

When Per was a young farmer he sold scarcely anything. 

At that time farming was more difficult. Per could barely produce 
enough for himself and his family. It was also difficult to send 
his products to a market place. He never had much money. 
Sometimes his stomach was empty, and his cows grew thin. 

Then the cattle were fed such things as moss, twigs, and cones. 
Life is a bit easier now. 
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SOMETHING TO TALK AND WRITE ABOUT 


1. How has farming changed since Per was a young farmer? J 
2. How does Henrik send his extra goods to the dock for sale 
Why couldn’t Per have done the same? | 

3. What other foods would be needed to make up a balance 
diet for the Andersens? Where would they come from? 

4. Look at the photograph to find one of the crops that the 
children have helped gather. Their clothing may show yo 
something else produced on the farm. 

5. Does the picture make you think of a safety rule? 














ay is the most important crop. It occupies the largest area on 


vorks and sings. In the fields, Henrik cuts the hay using the 


hat each of the workers is doing in these two pictures. 

The hay is raked in piles and then spread out on wires strung 
along poles to dry in the wind. Why is it not left on the ground? 
00k at the sky for one clue. It’s Andy’s job to pick up hay 
vhich the others miss, but when he is tired he likes to play in the hay. 

Hay is stored in the loft of the barn with the silage and other 
odder for the livestock. 





Mihe farm. At haymaking time, late summer and fall, everybody f i - 3a 


nachine, but on the sloped land he uses the scythe. Describe art 
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As well as the animals in these pictures there are sheep, pigs, and 
chickens on the Andersen farm. Livestock raising, mainly of 
dairy cows, is the most important activity. Crops are raised 
either to feed the family or the livestock on the farm. 





What time of year do the pictures on this page indicate? 

Henrik and the other farmers of the valley work together in 
the dairy and in selling their dairy products. The extra skimmed 
milk is fed to the pigs. Is it easier for the farmers to transport 
cheese than milk to market? Why? 


The average Norwegian eats about one third of a pound 
of cheese and drinks about four quarts of milk in a week. 
How much of each do you use in a week? What does the 
Canada Food Guide suggest for a person your age? 
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These goats are well looked after on a mountain farm during 
the summer, as are the cows. In autumn they are also brought 
down to the valley. Their milk is used mostly for “‘geit-ost’’* 
(goat’s milk cheese). 

Andy’s horse is named Thor after the old Viking god of 
thunder. He is kindly treated and his stable has a sign saying 
‘““Vaer god mod hesten”’ (Be good to the horse). Andy has seen } 
pictures of Canadian farm horses and he noticed that they look f 
different from Norwegian Fiordinger horses. What are the 
differences? Are they important differences? 


















bummer Mountain Farm 


mSummer is an exciting time of the year for Sonia. In June the 
eattle and goats of the Andersens and other Valley farmers are 
aken up to the mountain farm. Here the seter (meadow) 
provides summer grazing land and hay. 

Locate the mountain farm on the map on page 5 and the 
View on page 4. Trace the trip up to the farm along the 
mountain stream. 

Sonia and the other girls stay here and take care of the 

cattle till September. The girls cut hay and churn milk into 
butter and make cheese. They use a cable trolley to send dairy 
products and hay down the mountain side and to bring up supplies. 
Sonia and the girls also do embroidery and collect berries, 
flowers, and fuelwood. It is a lonely life up in the meadow and 
Sonia takes along her transistor radio. Sometimes the family visits 
Sonia and she offers them warm milk. At the end of summer 
Sonia leaves food and fuelwood in the cabin for anyone who 


might get lost up there in a snowstorm. 
ii , 








‘ap one ‘ 4 1, ae * . edad it ee ) is £ * 
Henrik may not continue to use the mountain farm much 
longer because the trip is long and difficult. If he stops using 
the mountain farm, where would the cattle stay during the 


summer? How could the mountain farm building be used then? 


SOMETHING TO TALK AND WRITE ABOUT 


1. Do the buildings look the same as the farm buildings in the 
Valley? What are they used for? 

2. How do you think these buildings are lighted and heated? 

3. How do the girls add to their family’s incomes and supplies 
during the summer? 
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The Farm in Winter 


As summer draws to a close it is time to make the farm ready 
for winter. The cattle are brought down from the mountain 
farm, and with the other animals are put into the barn. Hay 
and other fodder crops are stored. Roofs are repaired. Food is 
preserved. The storehouse is filled with grain, vegetables, dairy 
products, meats, and fish. 

Winter brings short days, cold, and snow. The outdoor 
workday shortens. Life moves indoors. Most work consists of 
barn work such as attending animals, threshing grain, and 
preparing meats. 

Travel becomes difficult. On land, roads become impassable, 
and at sea icy storms beat against the ships. Electric powerlines 
may be damaged and need repairs. Everyone uses skis and sleds 
—to get to the barns, the stores, and the school. 

Andy does not complain about winter. He has heard from 
his grandfather that living in winter was once very difficult. 
Grandfather had to collect fuelwood and cut blocks of ice when 
he was a boy. He had to depend on kerosene and fish-oil lamps 
and he had to carry water to the animals. He made or repaired 
farm tools, furniture, boats, shoes, harness, and skis. Now some 
of these can be bought or repaired in the village shops. 
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SOMETHING TO TALK AND WRITE ABOUT 


How are the boys in the picture preparing for winter? 
How do you get ready for winter? 

Does your town have any special problems during the 
winter? How are they handled? 














Raster in Norge Fiord 


aster is an exciting time in Norge Fiord. Easter is a great 

kiing holiday. Crowds of people come by steamer and bus to 
orge Fiord from the big towns and even from outside Norway. 
fhe countryside in and around Norge Fiord becomes a winter 
playground. There are snow-covered mountains, crisp air, and 
warm sunshine for a suntan. Everyone is here to ski, from 
children as young as four and five to grandmothers and grand- 
athers. There are even blind people here to enjoy the wonderful 
skiing. 

| Skiing is the greatest sport in Norway and has always been 
mportant. In fact, the Norwegians invented the ski. Norwegian 
children are given skis soon after they learn to walk. In olden 
imes skiing was a necessity and everyone was expected to be a 





For which other sports training do you usually get certificates? 


good skier. Is skiing very popular where you live? What is 
your favorite winter sport? 

Holidayers go to their cottages and fill the resort hotel. Others 
rent cabins on the mountain farms or board in farmhouses. 
Boy Scouts learn to build huts out of evergreen branches when 
they camp out on their holiday. 

Norge Fiord is filled with liveliness, gaiety, and laughter. 
There is sport and fun on the valley slopes, mountains, glaciers, 
and along the forest trails. Skiers are busy at ski jumping, 
slalom racing, and ski touring. Ski instructors at the hotel give 
ski tests and award badges. Everyone seems busy sleigh riding, 
skiing on snowmobile tows, and skating on the frozen stream. 
The ski patrol is on the alert for injured or lost skiers. 





On almost any occasion you will see the Norwegian flag flying as at this hotel. 
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This Canadian lady is on a hiking tour in the mountains northwest of Bergen. 


People are going off on ski hikes with a map and compass 
to find their way. Some are travelling alone. Others have dog 
teams and sleds loaded with supplies for a longer trek. Some 
will spend the night in a sleeping bag, in a tent, or in a snow 


house. Others will stop overnight at cabins found along their way. 


In the evenings everyone gathers around fires in the cabins 
for singing and folk dancing. 
When Per Andersen sees the adventurous young people, his 


thoughts carry him back to his youth. Per was a true outdoorsman. 


He spent a week or more at a time in the mountains alone with 
nature. Sometimes in the middle of winter he went into the 
wild countryside surrounded by mountains. With a sled and his 
gun Per roamed through the woods living off the land hunting 
deer and cleaning their skins. He spent the long winter nights 
reading in cabins. 
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The people of Norge Fiord realize the value of tourists who 
come to their beautiful countryside from other parts of Norway 
and from outside the country. Everyone is made to feel at 
home. In summer the villagers love to dress up in their oldtime 
costumes for the tourists who arrive in the cruise ship. (See 
page 25.) Many rent rooms to tourists, and strangers are 
invited to have milk, sandwiches, and pastry. Tourists in the 
resort hotel enjoy bathing in the swimming pool and playing 
tennis. While in Norge Fiord the tourists are able to buy 
souvenirs such as pottery, sweaters, wood carvings, and metalwar 


THINGS TO TALK AND WRITE ABOUT 


1. Do people today have the need or chance for adventures 
like Per’s? Explain your answer. 

2. The photograph shows many of the things you have seen 
and read about earlier. What are the buildings for? Why is 
the closest one built so high off the ground? 

3. Look for ways that the place in the photograph is connect 
with other parts of Norway. 

4. Describe the land you see. How could it be used? 

5. Domany tourists come to your town for Easter or summe 
holidays? What do people look for or admire when they g 
on holiday in your country? 


THINGS TO DO 


Collect or make holiday travel posters for Norge Fiord and fo 
your own town. 





mVhen Per Andersen was a young man he worked at many jobs 
although he was a farmer first of all. Per was skilled in fishing, 
mbering, carpentry, and metal working. Sometimes he would 
Book for work in the workshops of Norge Fiord during winter, 
i hen there were few tasks on the farm. Henrik, unlike his 
ather, spends most of his time in farming. Why can he do that? 
Per and other men from the village went with the herring fleet 
n January, February, and March each year. These fishermen 
orked day and night in their small boats fighting the icy sea 
and storms, and avoiding the rocks. Sometimes the fish did not 
ome. Why did the men go out to join the fishing fleet? 
# Men and boys from the village still join the fishing fleet in 
Bhe winter. What new inventions might make fishing in the 
North Sea less difficult today? Rescue ships patrol the seas. 
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Some years the fish do not come. What happens then? 

Soon Lars will be making a living on his own. His father 
wants him to work on the Andersen farm. ‘‘You will be your 
own boss and won't take orders from anybody,”’ Henrik often 
says to Lars. 

However, Lars like many boys and girls in Norway does not 
wish to stay on a farm. A Norwegian no longer has to be a 
farmer or a fisherman. A Norwegian student can become a 
teacher, engineer, or doctor; he can work in a factory, shipyard, 
or the forest. Many young Norwegians go to sea for a year or 
two after school to make some money while deciding on a 
career. A boy can go to sea at sixteen, and a girl at twenty. 
What are the young people doing in these pictures? 
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You have already read that Per went fishing in the North Sea. 

Here is a photograph of sea fishing. What kind of fish have been 
caught? Fishing can also be done in the stream and the fiord bay. 
Remember the salmon that Andy saw in the stream (see page 6). 


The average Norwegian eats 44 pounds of fish in a 
year. The average Canadian eats 15 pounds of fish in a 
year. How much do you eat in a week or a month ora year? 








En, FE . Can you guess how much this salmon weighs? 


Per often goes fishing in the fiord stream by himself and 
brings back a few trout for supper. 

“God fiske!’’* (“Good fishing’), shouts Lars. 

‘Andy, if you look at a pig,’’ Per says with a smile, 
“you won’t catch any fish.” 

“I do hope there will be fresh salmon for dinner today,” 
adds Sonia. 


Farmers in Norge Fiord may sell extra fish, perhaps to the 
hotel. Where does your supply of fish come from? Do you 


ever go to catch your own? What would you do if you caught 
more than you needed? 
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Locate this section of Norge Valley on the view on page 4 and 
the map on page 5. Use the map to help you identify the 
uildings in this drawing. 
The village centre consists of a town hall, church, general 
tore, shops, post office, and telegraph station. Not too far 
§away is a resort hotel. 
At the town hall the town council decides such problems as 
uilding new roads and how to run the market. 
Martha and Henrik often meet their friends in the village 
ntre. How do the village people get there in summer and in 


winter? 





Nearly all of the goods in the general store are brought in 
by the daily steamer. At the post office, letters and parcels are 
picked up by the village people. 

When the travelling library truck arrives, the children become 
excited as they know there will be a story hour. A bank clerk 
comes to the village once a week. The doctor makes weekly 
visits, and the dentist comes every two weeks. If someone has 
to go to hospital, the steamer serves as an ambulance to the 
hospital in Stavanger. Do you have all these services right 1n 
your own town? How often do you make use of them? 

The friendly bus driver, who passes through the village 


centre, often picks up mail and shopping orders for the farmers 
who live along the highway. 

The town hall is a busy place two or three nights a week. 
Movies are brought to the valley by the travelling movie truck 
and shown in the town hall or in a barn. The Saturday night 
dances bring the teenage boys and girls in their best clothes to 
the hall from the entire valley. 


School 


Norge Fiord is too small to have a school. Children go to 
school in a neighboring fiord village. Although Andy is eight 
years old he has only been at school for a year. In Norway 
children start school when they are seven. If Andy lived in a 
big town he might have attended nursery school when he was 
younger. The Andersen children go to school from mid-August 
to mid-June, six days a week. School starts at 8:30 a.m. Ifa 
winter day is good for skiing, the schools may be let out. 

There are no hot lunches served in Norwegian schools, but 
in the morning there is a breakfast of bread and biscuit with 
margarine and milk, cheese, half orange, a carrot or half an 
apple, and cod-liver oil in the school lunchroom. 

In school Lars, Sonia, and Andy spend a lot of time at 
physical education, sports, and outdoor life. They learn to read 
maps and compasses. They also learn a great deal about their 
homeland. They study other languages, mainly English (which 
they must begin in Grade 5) and German. Classes are taken to 
see Other parts of the country. How would they travel? 

There is a lot of outdoor study in skiing, rescue work, and 
gardening. By helping to plant trees the students learn about 
the need to replace trees that have been cut down. Andy helps 
his father keep their own woodlot full. When harvest time 
comes all the Andersen children are let out of school to help 
on the farm. 

The children have their teeth and general health checked 
once a year at school. 
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SOMETHING TO TALK AND WRITE ABOUT 


1. Compare the Norge Fiord town centre with your own. 

2. How does the town council help your town? 

3. Compare the school studies and activities of the Anderse 
children with your own. 

4. Why do Norwegians consider learning to speak English 
important? 























felebrations in the village centre 
idependence Day, May 17 


orwegians are patriotic people. Almost every house in Norway 
as a flag pole. The people love to fly their flag, even for a 
irthday. 

May 17th is Norway’s great national holiday: the day when 
Norway celebrates its independence. All over the country 

stores, schools, and offices are closed and flags are raised. 

The village of Norge Fiord is bright with decorations and 
Hags. People wear the national colors and older grown-ups are 
dressed in the colorful costumes of their village. A parade of 
phildren and grown-ups led by a band marches through the 
crowded street. Shouts, songs, and waving flags fill the air. 

Later everyone gathers in the village square to listen to speeches 
About the great people of Norway. The national anthem is sung 
By all from the bottom of their hearts. Then there are games 
and races, and prizes and refreshments. Singing and folk dancing 
Kontinue into the night. At midnight a display of fireworks 
Sbrings the holiday celebration to a close. Andy stays up for the 
whole show but he’s pretty tired next day. 


FHINGS TO TALK AND WRITE ABOUT 


When do you celebrate your country’s birthday? What do you 
wear then? Does your town have a parade and fireworks? 





Tourists have come to enjoy the costumes and folk dances. 


A wedding day in Norge Fiord 


The bride is dressed in a beautiful embroidered costume, with 
brooches, buckles, and a silver crown. Her mother and grand- 
mother wore them on their wedding days. Such costumes are 
worn only on special days. The bride and groom usually arrive 
at church riding white horses or walking on foot. When the 
wedding is over the eating and dancing begin. 

Per loves these old-fashioned weddings and the parties that 
follow. Sonia loves to do the folk dances with him but she 
has to work hard to keep up with him. 





The arrival of the steamer is the big event of the day. People 
walk down to the dock. Andy likes to sit on the dock with his 
model balsa raft tossing about down below in the water. He 
watches the screeching seagulls and smells the fish. Strangers 
are coming ashore. Someone he knows might be arriving or 
going aboard. Cargo and supplies are unloaded. What can you 
see that is ready to be put on board ship? 

Andy waves to Captain Knut. Sometimes he visits the 
Captain on the bridge. Captain Knut tells Andy about faraway 
places and lets him turn the steering wheel. 
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The sailors tell Andy stories and sing songs for him, and he 
is happy to run errands for them. He watches the fishermen 
unload their fish and then dry and mend their nets. 

From his frequent visits to the dock and the waterfront, 
Andy learns a great deal about the importance of shipping and 
travel to the people of Norge Fiord. Why do you think they 
are important to them? Are they important to your town? 
What is the most important loading and unloading place in 
your town? Is there just one? 


From the photograph above and those on pages 16, 18, 20, and 


24 write a description of how the buildings are made. What 
general shape are they and what materials are they made of? 
here do the materials come from? 

The stone base protects against ground rot and the roof is 
designed to shed the rain. The older the house in Norway the 
more it is loved by the owner. 

Why are the storehouses raised above the ground? Their 
sod roofs are water tight and keep the inside cool in the long 


summer days. 
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There were once several hundred stave churches in Norway 
but few now remain; none in Norge Fiord. They were of wood 
and most have burned down. New buildings are of modern 
building materials such as concrete and brick. In some towns 
buildings cannot be made of wood because of the danger of fire. 
Are there many wooden buildings in your town? There are 
very few new buildings in Norge Fiord. Look at the photograph 
on page 24. 

The one church in Norge Fiord ts for the Evangelical Lutherans. 
Most Norwegians are of this faith, but all other religious groups 
have freedom to worship as they please. 
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Although Norway has no coal or oil, there are many swift- Look at the view on page 4 and the map on page 5 and find 


flowing rivers which are used to make electricity. Norway did the power lines that carry electricity into Norge Fiord from a 
not always have electricity. When Per was young he used wood, dam located some distance away. Where does your electric 
peat, kerosene, fish oil, and water power. How many ways can power come from? Could your town get along without 
electric power be used in Norge Fiord ? electric power? 





: Norge Fiord does not have a modern factory like this one. 

This is an old water wheel such as Per once used. The flow Why is it important for this factory to be at the water front? 
of the stream (water power) turns the wheel by pushing the 
blades. What is the man doing at the wheel? Per used different 
types of mills. A grain mill, for example, had big stones which 
turned to crush grain. In a sawmill saws moved by the mill 
wheel cut logs into lumber. 
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| 
nd} ere 1s an airplane view of a fiord on the coast of Norway. When Per Andersen was a young boy there was no highway 
entering the valley. The mountain pass was then blocked with 
a rocky ridge. Per travelled over it by foot or horse along a 
steep twisting trail. Later a tunnel was blasted through the 
rocky ridge and a highway was built to connect Norge Fiord by 
land with the rest of Norway. Find this highway on the map 
on page 5 and the drawing on page 4. Look on the inside back 
cover for the photograph that shows a highway in the mountains 
of Norway. 
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You can see how the fiord cuts into the land. Most people 
fin Norway live in fiords near the sea and in the midst of 
smountains. What would be the easiest way to go from one 
Wvillage or town to the next? Why? 
| Stavanger is a city in a large fiord south along the coast from 
gNorge Fiord. It is called the “sardine capital of the world.” 
BOne railway line from Oslo (Norway’s capital) ends at Stavanger, 
gwhich also has an international airport. 

f} = You can reach Stavanger from Norge Fiord by land or water. 

WYou can go by car or bus, but there is no railway. Andy is 

) travelling there with his father, by steamer, for the first time. 
[How would you get to the big city nearest your town? 





Stavanger’s harbor. 
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The steamer carrying Andy and his father nears the fiord 
where Stavanger lies. Approaching the mouth of the fiord Andy 
is surprised at the view. Everything is much bigger than he 
imagined. From the pictures on page 29 and this page describe 
what Andy sees that is different. 

In the old part of the city narrow cobblestone streets wind 
around wooden buildings. There is a cathedral that is around 
900 years old. Elsewhere there are wide streets, glass-faced 
buildings, and a new library. There are tall buildings, open-air 
markets, and stores with neon signs. As in Norge Fiord, Andy 
finds the old and new side by side. 

In a park Andy sees people sunbathing or eating hot dogs 
and ice cream while listening to a band play. “Can you imagine 
that these city people depend on Norge Fiord?”’ Henrik asks 
Andy as they make their way through a crowd. 

‘‘What do you mean by ‘depend’ dad?” 

“Well, some of the things we produce or make in Norge Fiord 
are brought to Stavanger to feed the people or to be used in 
factories. And when people of Stavanger come to Norge Fiord 
as tourists they are also depending on us. Of course we depend 
a great deal on Stavanger.” 

‘‘Are these the ships which bring the things we need?” asks 
Andy at the dock. 

“Yes, they are. They also carry away the things our country 
sells to other countries. These ships go all over the world, to the 
United States, Canada, and Britain.’”’ (See the photograph on 
the back inside cover.) 

‘“Why does Norway need so many big ships?” 

‘““Well, most of our ships work for other countries. We let 
other countries rent our ships to carry their cargo.” 

‘Oh, so that is why my teacher told the class that Norway has 
the third largest merchant marine in the whole world,” Andy 
remarked. 
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Stavanger’s harbor. 


THINGS TO TALK AND WRITE ABOUT 


1. What things do the people of Stavanger get from Norge 
Fiord? 

2. What do the people of Norge Fiord probably get from 
Stavanger? What could they get out of visiting Stavanger? 

3. How does your town depend on another town? 





: appy life in a Fiord Village 


fenrik Andersen is happy in Norge Fiord. For him there is 
o better place to live. Like his son Andy, Henrik likes to 
imb up the rocky, pine-clad slopes to the wild mountains. 


gatanding alone on the edge of the cliffs he breathes the pure air 
wand feels the sun’s warmth. He watches and listens to nature— 
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he wild flowers, singing birds, the trickling brooks, and falling 
tones. Then gazing over the clear blue waters of the bay 
pward the sea Henrik feels as if he is on top of the world in 
is enchanting fiord. 

The Andersens own their farm. Farming does not bring too 
huch money, but honesty is considered more important than 
ealth in Norge Fiord. The family does have electric heating 
nd lighting, hot and cold running water, and the telephone. 


They have such electrical appliances as a refrigerator, washing 
machine, vacuum cleaner, and iron. The Andersens, like most 
Norwegians, do not have a car but they do have a rowboat 
and bicycles. 

Andy enjoys winter in the fiord valley. He can ski, skate, 
and play in the snow. The Andersens have everything they need 
for the long winter. There is warmth and cheer in the tidy 
home. Home-made furniture, thick rugs, plants, paintings, and 
glowing candles bring comfort and pleasure. 

There are many hobbies to choose from—woodcarving, 
painting, music-making, embroidery, and reading. Norwegians 
are great book readers. You may remember Per Andersen, who 
never went to school, educated himself by reading books in the 
long winter evenings. 

Martha and Sonia spin and weave wool to knit colorful 
sweaters, mittens, and socks for the entire family. Norway is 


famous for hand-knit sweaters, and tourists are eager to buy them. 


The Andersens spend a lot of time together both at home 
and outdoors. At home they have delightful evenings. After 
dinner at four or five o’clock they sit together in the cozy living 
room. Per Andersen plays his old fiddle while Lars twangs the 
guitar. There is singing to old folk tunes. While everyone is 
silent, Per plays a tune by Edvard Grieg. Lars waits patiently 
for his turn to play a popular song on his guitar. Martha 
Andersen, sitting comfortably on the sofa that belonged to her 
mother, knits quietly. Martha has some bread baking in the 
old brick oven for tomorrow. There is an electric stove, but 
Martha likes bread the way her mother used to make it. Like 
the older.people of Norge Fiord she likes the customs of the 
old times. 

The rest of the evening is spent in reading, painting pictures 
of the outdoors, or looking at photographs. The family always 
listens to the radio for news, sports, music, language instruction, 
church services, and children’s programs. Henrik Andersen, 
thinking of his crops, always listens to the weather forecasts. 


There may be a storm or heavy rainfall at hand. 


When Andy yawns and rubs his eyes everyone knows it is 


his bedtime. Per Andersen takes Andy by his hand to his room. 
Lars calls after them, ‘“‘Don’t let the trolls get you.” 


“God natt* (Goodnight), Andy.” 
“God natt.” 


Putting our ideas together 


TALK AND WRITE ABOUT: 


bho 


i lca 


6. 
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What is a fiord like? What is the importance of coastal 
islands? 


Compare other fiord coasts, especially Canada’s west coast, 


with Norway’s. 

Who lives in these fiord valleys? 

What is their life like? 

Why might Norwegian farms produce less than farms in 
your district? Think of size, soil, climate, etc. 


How does the village work with the rest of the country and . 


the world? 

How do the people feel about their country? 

Look back to the questions on page 1 and see how you 
would answer them now. 

What more would you like to find out about living ina 
Norwegian village? 





PROJECTS 


es 


Make a travel folder to invite tourists to Norge Fiord. Use 
your own words and drawings. Draw attention to the sig 
sounds, people, and things to do. Suggest a tour. 

Using pictures and drawings show how farming in Norw 
differs from Canadian farming. Use such headings as: 
appearance of the farm, methods of farming, crops, and 
livestock. 

Show how the life of a Norwegian village boy or girl is 
different from yours. Show how it is similar. 

Make.a display to show the old and new in Norway. 
Make a display of an important activity in Norway sucha 
fishing, lumbering, shipping, or the making of hydro- 
electricity. 

Show how one of the following Norwegians became | 
famous: Leif Eriksson, Roald Amundsen, Henrik Ibsen, | 
Fridtjof Nansen, Bjdrnsterne Bjgrnson, Edvard Grieg, Thi 
Heyerdahl. . | 


“Kom tilbake igjen.”’* 
(Come see us again.) 


Pronunciation of Norwegian phrases 


Page 2 Vakn opp Andy! Maten er ferdig. 
(vok an op ane! mot an 4r farde) 
God morgen. (gO morn) 
Page9 Seopp! (saop) 
Page 16 geit-ost (gat ost) 
Vaer god modhesten. (ver go mot hesta n) 
Page 22 Godfiske! (go fiska) 
Page 25 Ja, vi elsker dette landet. 
(ya, vé elskoar deta lona) 
Page 32. Godnatt. (go not) 


Kom tilbakeigjen. (kom tilbaka eyen) 
(Pronunciation key based on that in The Beginning Dictionary 
W. J. Gage Limited) 









Books to Read 


Pictures and facts 

Gidal, Tim My Village in Norway New York: Pantheon, 1958 

Witker, Jim Getting to Know Scandinavia New York: Coward-McCann, 
Inc., 1963 

Malmstrom, Vincent Life in Europe-Norway Grand Rapids: Fideler, 1962 

O'Neill, Hester The Picture Book of Norway New York: McKay, 1951 

Haughlid, Asker, Engestad, and Traetteberg Native Art of Norway New 
York: Praeger, 1967 

Undset, Sigrid Happy Times in Norway Toronto: Ryerson, 1942 

World Book Encyclopedia entries on Norway and Fiords 

Innes, Hammond Scandinavia Time-Life World Library New York: Time 
Inc., 1963 

Stories 

Asbjérnsen, P.C. East of the Sun and West of the Moon, Macmillan, 1953 

D’Aulaire, Ingrid and Edgar Children of the North Lights New York: 
Viking, 1960 

Deucher, S. Grieg, Boy of the Northland New York: E. P. Dutton and Co., 
Inc., 1946 

Strindberg, Gert Norwegian Fairy Tales Frederick Muller Limited, 1958 

Laing, Fred When Heimdall Blew His Horn Time-Life Silver Burdett, 1969 

Tenfjord, Johanne Olav’s Potato Field Time-Life Silver Burdett, 1969 


Photograph credits 
iderde’s Flyselskap A/S, Oslo, Norway — 
Inside front cover (bottom), pages 3, 14, 15, 16 (left and 
bottom right), 17, 18, 21, 27 (left), 29, 30, Outside back cover 
orwegian Embassy, Ottawa — 
Inside front cover (top), 16 (top right), 22 (right), 28 (right) 
orwegian Embassy, Information Service, New York — 
Pages 9 (right), 11, 19 (top), 25, Inside back cover (top) 
heodore Kosoy —Outside cover, Pages 1, 13, 24 
orway Travel Association — 
Pages 9 (left), 19 (bottom), 22 (left), 27 (right), 28 (left) 
ans Moller — Page 20 
f/ oronto Daily Star — Inside back cover (bottom) 


Drawings and maps — Fortunato Aglialoro 
Front cover, Inside front cover, pages 2, 4,5, 6,7), 10, 12, 17, 23, 26, 31, 
Outside back cover. 








Stewardess on board Norwegian freighter “Ornafjell” in Toronto Harbor 
in 1970. 





Stavanger’s harbor 
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